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Peoria Public Schools recognizes Those Who Excel 

Recognition includes 2018 Donald M. Phares Classroom Teacher of the Year Carol Foulk 
 
PEORIA, Illinois (August 13, 2018) — Peoria Public Schools celebrated the achievements of Those 
Who Excel at its annual All-Staff Convocation event Monday morning. 
 
Each of the local Those Who Excel honorees will represent the District in the annual Illinois State Board 
of Education Those Who Excel awards program at the state level. The categories and winners include: 
 
Donald M. Phares Classroom Teacher of the Year: Carol Foulk, Kellar Primary. First presented in 
1992, the Phares Medallion is the highest honor Peoria Public Schools can bestow on an educator. 
Dedication, passion, creativity, and fun approaches to Illinois Learning and Common Core standards are 
a hallmark of veteran educator Carol Foulk. To help second grade students learn to solve problems 
involving money, she created her own classroom currency. Students earn that currency – called “urgs” – 
by completing tasks, displaying good behavior and doing weekly jobs. They have to learn to manage 
those urgs wisely, because they have to pay rent for their desks and stick to a budget! They even 
calculate interest every week. Foulk has helped shy students develop public speaking skills through a 
Poetry Café, and she created a Homework Heroes program so that students who struggle can stay after 
school and get extra help. She recently received a grant to purchase alternative classroom seating; 7-
year-old wiggles are managed and focus improved when the kids can sit on recently received a grant to 
purchase alternative classroom seating; 7-year-old wiggles are managed and focus improved when the 
kids can sit on exercise balls or even use standing desks.  
 
Student Support Personnel: Terri Berg, Richwoods High School. Terri Berg was chosen as this 
category’s honoree partly because her work affects students throughout the district. Two years ago, Berg 
recognized a need among students whose families didn’t have the resources to purchase personal 
hygiene products and household cleaning products. As a leader within Local #6099, she created the 
6099 Roundtable, a collection pantry for Peoria Public School students. Since its inception, the 
Roundtable has grown to serve schools throughout the District, collecting non-perishable food and 
clothing in addition to hygiene products. Berg is a language interpreter at Richwoods High. 
 
Community Volunteer: Andrea Tortora. In 2016, Andrea Tortora coordinated the campaign to pass a 
county-wide Schools Facilities Sales Tax. She spent hundreds of hours visiting neighborhood 
associations, civic organizations, PTOs, and professional organizations to advocate for the need for 
Peoria city and county public schools to upgrade their facilities. The passage of the sales tax has 
generated over $9 million, resulting in better learning environments, more energy efficient and safer 
schools for Peoria children. Tortora has also served in four different PTO positions with Kellar Primary 
School, including president. She increased attendance at PTO meetings and events and increased the 
club’s fundraising efforts. For five years, Tortora has also coordinated the school’s Guest Reader Week, 
bringing more than 100 civic leaders to Kellar to read to students. 
 
Team: Peoria Public Schools Foundation. The 2018 Those Who Excel Team started working back in 
1992 with a focus on fundraising for classroom grants. That year, the Peoria Public Schools Foundation 
held one event – a golf outing. More than 20 years later, this team still hosts that annual golf outing.  
And, in the 2017-2018 school year, they presented nearly $20,000 in classroom grants to support a 
variety of programs and initiatives. Of course, they have come a long way since 1992. Today, the 
Foundation continues to expand in innovative ways. They host an annual uniform fundraising event that 
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provides new uniforms for hundreds of students. They launch Horizons, a program that introduces 
students to Peoria-area professionals. The program reached a record 800 students in 13 middle schools 
last year, and it expands to primary and high schools for 2018-2019. With funding from the Junior 
League of Peoria, the Peoria Public Schools Foundation has also re-energized the Adopt-A-School 
program, with nearly 100 community partners. 
 
Educational Service Personnel: Otha Boyd. For many students, the first Peoria Public School staff 
member they see every morning and the last staff member they see in the afternoon is a bus driver. This 
year’s Educational Service Personnel honoree has gone above and beyond to build relationships with 
students, going above and beyond the call of duty. Otha Boyd is the bus driver for a specialized program, 
the School Within a School at Lincoln K-8. The students in this program have a particular need to build 
trust with those around them, and Boyd has done just that. Many students attend School Within a School 
classes for more than one year. The consistency of having the same bus driver from year-to-year has a 
huge impact on their classroom. The students know what Boyd has high expectations of them, and 
because of that, they arrive at school calm and well-behaved. 
 
Early Career Educator: Kari Wuthrich, Peoria High School. Teachers have the chance to shine their 
lights into the lives of thousands of students of the course of their careers. Sometimes, those starting out 
can shine the brightest. This year’s Early Career Educator is an example. In nominating Kari Wuthrich, 
one student wrote, “She is the first teacher I have ever had that helped me and my fellow students 
realize we had the ability to change not just the school, but the world, too. From the minute she stepped 
foot in the building, the atmosphere changed in the school.” Wuthrich is in her second year of teaching 
sophomore English at Peoria High School. 
 
Administrator: Sue Malahy, Lindbergh Middle School. During Sue Malahy’s tenure at Lindbergh 
Middle, the school has grown academically, surpassing state achievement levels on PARCC. She has a 
progressive focus on student social-emotional development and fiercely maintains high attendance rates. 
Malahy’s nominators say she engages teachers in thoughtful conversations about teaching and learning. 
She instills confidence in her teachers’ ability to make good decisions by modeling leadership, good 
questioning strategies, and holding everyone – including herself – accountable. One student nominator 
described Malahy as, “… the best principal I think I will ever have. In the future, when someone asks me 
what teacher influenced me the most and helped me, I will always think back to her.” 

 
About Peoria Public Schools 
In partnership with the community, Peoria Public Schools is growing a world-class district by redefining 
teaching and learning. The district’s educational experience includes a rich diversity of cultures, 
curriculum and extracurricular activity. Peoria Public Schools aligns curriculum with the highest 
standards, attracts and retains qualified staff, provides differentiated instruction, utilizes and teaches 
technology, offers more choice and options, develops personal education plans for each student, 
includes assessment and evaluation systems, and creates a universal structure of support to ensure 
each student’s success. For more information, visit peoriapublicschools.org, 
facebook.com/peoriapublicschools 
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